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Promat provides fire protection for
expanding shopping

Promat SUPALUX®, from the leading supplier of fire protection products and systems, has
been installed in the new food court of Bow Street Mall in Lisburn, Northern Ireland, to
protect the existing ground floor and the new floor above.

Belfast-based architects Mervyn Bryson needed to specify 120 minutes fire protection in
order for shoppers to leave the mall safely and for firefighters to put out the blaze in
the event of a fire.

Because the shopping mall remained open while the expansion was carried out, there
was limited space available and it was not possible for the fire protection system to be
installed from the ground floor. Instead the main contractor, McLaughlin & Harvey, had
to install it from the new extension above. Promat was able provide the client and
architect with a fire protection solution which met all the requirements of the project.

Promat SUPALUX® was installed to protect the timber joists and form a barrier between
the floors. By installing a layer of 15mm Promat SUPALUX® non-combustible, calcium
silicate board, sandwiched between two layers of 19mm tongue & groove flooring
boards, fire will be prevented from spreading from the new food court to the retail units
below. This method of construction also prevents the board from being damaged due to
impact or under-loading.

Promat SUPALUX® fillets were fixed to the side and underside of the joist to protect
them from burning and to ensure that the floors” load bearing ability would be
maintained. Rock wool insulation also forms an important part of the system, providing
insulation and reducing the heat transfer to the floor above. This is an important
element of the construction as the fire temperature can reach up to 1,000°C.

The complete construction was designed by Promat Technical Services.

For further information on Promat and its passive fire protection systems call 01344
381300.
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Editors’ Notes

Promat UK Limited is the UK'’s only dedicated manufacturer of passive fire protection products and
systems. Promat’'s product portfolio includes high performance Calcium Silicate boards Promat
SUPALUX®, Promat MASTERBOARD® and Promat VERMICULUX®, as well as the Promat
PROMASEAL® range of fire-stopping products.

The company is renowned for its technical expertise and draws upon the resources of a worldwide
research and development network and over 50 years experience in passive fire protection. Promat
is subsidiary of Etex, the Belgian building materials group present in over 40 countries.
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